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© Water jet operating apparatus and liquid supply unit line used for the apparatus- 



@ An injection hole and a suction hole are formed 
in a handpiece^ and a liquid supply source is con- 
nected to the injection hole via a supply line. The 
supply line includes an elastically deformaole tube 
disposed at the midway. Uquid within the liquid 
supply source is supplied by pressure to the injec- 
tion hole by means of an extorn*' pump such as a 
roller pump acting to the pump tube from the out- 



side. 
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V/ATER JET OPERATING APPARATUS AND LlCUiO SUPPLY UNIT UNE USED FOR THE APPARATUS 



Sackground of the Invention 

1. Field of the Invention 

The present invention relates to a Tiedicai ap- 
paratus 'or surgical operarion cr.d. .Tcre paaicu- 
tarly. to a water jet operating apparatus for cutting 
or cutting off organs otc, or washing internal cav- 
ities and outer surfaces of the human body by 
injection liquid as well as drawing out by suction 
separated tissues or the like produced thereby. 
The present invention also relates to a liquid sup- 
ply unit line used for such a water jet operating 
apparatus. 



2. Description of the Prior Art 

There have been effectively used as a conven- 
tional operating means for cutting or cutting off 
organs or the like, a steel knife, an electrical knife, 
an ultrasonic knife, and a laser knife according to 
the purpose. 

.The steel knife is widely used for many sur- 
gical operations becai;se of low costs and easy 
handling, but it has drawbacks that all tissues are 
cut without distinction. Accordingly, there is a risk 
that blood vessels, nerves or the like may be cut 
inadvertently, and the handling requires prudence 
and skill. 

The electric krife can be handled easily and 
has been spread to some extent, but there is a risk 
that it may damage the affjacted part by tho heat or 
produce a bum upon handling it. 

Tho ultrasonic knife has the merit that the 
affected tissues can bo cut without cutting blood 
vessels, nerves, etc. However, its cost is expensive 
and the handling is complicated. And the apparatus 
itself is likely to cause troubles. 

The laser knife is excellent in that surgical 
cpration can be performed without contacting with 
the affected part, an injury inflicted to the affected 
part is small, and It produce the effect of arrest of 
bleeding. However, the apparatus itself is at a high 
price. Besides, it may offer a difficulty to control 
over a depth of cutting so that it might incur the 
risk of m^.ssive bleeding on account of indiscrimi- 
nate cutting of tissues. 

As mentioned above, the operating ap- 
paratuses have the merits and the demerits. Ac- 
cordingly, scrupulous care is required upon han- 
dling such apparatuses. 



Recently, various investigations have bsa;'. 
made to improve the above mentioned operating 
apparatuses. For exemple. a method for applying a 
pressurized liquid jet flow to some restricted p^-^.s 

5 has been investigated and applied clinically (British 
Journal of Surgery. Vol.69.*pagbJ 93-94). 

V/ivh the method using such pressurized liquid 
jet flov/, it is possible to separate L^e affected pan 
from surrouding tissues without curJng blood ves- 

10 sels or cords of nerves by adjusting the liquid 
pressure aod the injection am.ount to a suitable 
range. It is also possible to wilhdrav/ the separated 
tissues together witii the injected liquid* around the 
affected part. 

IS Accordingly, the method may be applicable to 

a wide variety of fields and may separate tr.e 
objectivef* tissues from the organs using pressurized 
liquirf hnth at high pressures, for example, of abcjt 
10 f/Pa, and at low pressures, for exam.ple. of net 

70 more than 1 MPa. Using such lo<v-pressure liquid, 
this method is applicable to a separation of paren- 
chyma from cords at a soft part and to washing 
and so on. Tne liquid used in the case may be 
preferably psychological saline or any other one 

25 exerting no adverse eh'ect on the human body. 
Besides, cooling or heating can be conducted at 
Ihe same time as the operation of the apparatus by 
adju-cing the temperature of the liquid properly. 
Studies and experiments on this method have now 

30 been conducted to develop wide usages with var- 
ious advantages. 

However, the above mentioned method has the 
following disadvantages. Namely, when tho pres- 
surized liquid is injected .and striken against the 

35 affected part, tissues separated from the part ar- 
ecaused to be admixed with v/ater and air are and 
the resulting mixture may produce foams by a 
strong stirring action caused by the pressurized 
liquid jet. As a result, it becomes difficult to pre- 

^ cisely judge the affected part to be operated, a.nd 
the scattering of foams pollutes the surroundings 
and causes the visibility to become poor and be 
lost. 

f/ost recently, a water jet operating apparatus 
^5 in which a suction is conducted at the same time 
as the liquid injeclion.has been proposed to solve 
the problems encountered with the conventional 
surgical apparatus. 

However, such an apparatus has drawbacks 
sz that its structure becomes complicaiea as a whcle 
and the handling or operation is troublesome be- 
cause sterilization of the apparatus is required prior 
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:o ssc"! s'jr^jcil o;>2fc:i:on ejrp?ciclly wr.ere cs-pra- 
tion must be performed under aseptic condit'ons. 
In addition, there is also a problenri that a . con- 
^unr.piion amount of the liquid becomes large. 

A conventional water jet operating apparatus 
. uses a handpiece h2\nng an injecJon hole and a 
suction hole opened el the front side thereof. To 
the inicCu'on hcis is ccnncctsd a supply I'n3 ex- 
tending from a liquid suppiy source, and to the 
suction hole ii connected a section msanf such as 
a vacuum pump via a suction line. 

A plunger pump is conne-rted at the midway of 
the supply line. Namely, a punip chamber whose 
volume is varied wilh iJ'ie movcmcr.t of a reclprc- 
cating plunger forms a part of the supply line, me 
pressurized liquid generated by the pump is sup- 
piled to an accumulator to absorb the pu!sa^!ng 
compo.'"!efils and Ihersaher is supplied *o the injec* 
tscn hole. The handpiece further includes z char.oe- 
cve.' vaive for connecting or disconnecting the sup- 
ply line to the injection hole. When the injection 
flow Is not needed, the pressurized liquid gen- 
erated by the plunger pump is directly exhausted 
from the supply line to the outside. The exhaust of 
the pressurized liquid is conducted for the protec- 
tion of the supply lir^ because the plunger pump 
used is of a high pressure type. In more detail, the 
use of the plunger pump is necessarily accom- 
panied viith the -use of a suction valve and an 
/exhaust valve as a check valve. As a lesult. the 
presSLirized liquid si high pressure generated by 
the plunger pump is continuously supplied lo Itie 
downstream side of the exh-^ust valve. For this 
reason, to protect the supply line of the down- 
stream side of the exhaust valve, the pressurized 
liquid must be exhausted to the outside. 

With the above conventional water jet operating 
appara^'5. the plunger pump and the accumulator 
must be disassembled for sterilization upc^ the re- 
use. Tne sterilization work and the set-u;> of the 
apparatus for the re-use take much time and labor. 
In addition, as the pressurized liquid is exhausted 
to the outside when injection flow is not needed, 
the consumption amount of liqurd becomes large. 
Besides, as the plunger pum.p is necessarily ac- 
companied with the suction valve and the exhaust 
valve, and the accumuialor is arranged in the ap- 
paratus, the apparatus become rather complicated 
in structure. 



Summary o? the Invention 

Accordingly, it is a principle object of the 
] present invention to provide a water jet operating 
apparatus which can be readily sterilized and set 
up. 
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It is fur.r.er object zf the present invention to 
provide a water jet operating apparatus which cari 
reduce a consumption amount of liquid and sim.- 
plify the construction as a whole. 

it is still fuaher object of the present invention 
to provide a unit :ir.e for supplying liquid us6:j 
suitably for Ine above water j»t opetating appara- 
tus, especially suitable as a disposable type one. 

To attain the above-mentioned objecs, the wa- 
ter jet ope.'-ating aooaratus of the present invention 
essentially comprises a handpiece having an injec- 
tion hole and a suction hole both opened at the 
front end thereof, a liquid supply sourca for storing 
liquid to be injected from the injection hole of the 
handpiece, a supply line connecting the injection 
hole of the handpiece to the liquid supply source, 
and having an elastically deformable pump tube 
disposed at the midway, and the portion thereof 
berA'een the pump tube and the ha.'idpicce being 
formed as a pressure tube, an external pump for 
supplying by pressure the liquid wtTnin the liquid 
supply source toward tha handpiece by acting to 
tne pump tube from the outside, and a suction 
moans connected to the suction hole of the hand- 
piece via a suction line. 

In the present invention, an injection flow of 
pressuiized liquid is generated in a manner that tne 
liquid is not brought into direct contact with the 
pump by allov.'ing the pump tube itself to constitute 
a pump chamber. As a result, the pump is no 
longer required to disassemble for sterilization, and 
set-up of the apparatus can be readiiy done. 

It is preferable lo use a roller pump as the 
external pump. In this case, the* injection flow be- 
comes a pulsating o^e. However, the injocticn flow 
need not be necessarily a steady one for cutting or 
washing organs or the like so that an accumulator 
can be omitted. 

When the 'iquid is not injected from the injec- 
tion hole, it can be prevented to exert a large 
pressure to the pump tube and the pressure tube 
at the downstream relative lo the pu;np tube, owing 
to the back-flow in the pum.p tube. 

The pressure of the injection flow used in the 
present invention may be preferably set at a value 
within the range between 2-30 kgf/cm^. For v/ash- 
ing. the pressure is set at as low as about 2 
kgf/cm2. For cutting organs of the human body, the 
pressure of at most 30 kgf/cm' is sufficient and 
such pressure is also sufficient for the protection of 
the liquid supply line. The pressure adjustment 
within the above pressure range may be done, for 
example, b^' aritMC»J'>n a rotational soeed of the 
external pun p. 
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it is zlso preferaold to dispose a return line in 
parallel with the supply line for the prolecticn of the 
supply line. V/hen the liquid is not injected from 
the injection hole, it is advantagecus that the pres- 
surized liquid from the supply fine is returned to 
the liquid supply source via the return line. 

A unit line for the water jet operaUng apparatus, 
of the present invention ccnprises a handpiece 
and a supply line for supplying liquid to the hand- 
piece. Namely, the unit line of the present invention 
essentially comprises a handpiece having an injec- 
tion hole and a suction hole both opened at the 
front end thereof, a liquid supply tube whose orie 
end being connected to the injection hole of the 
handpiece, including an elastically deformable 
pump ujbe disposed at tlie midway, and the por- 
tion thereof betv.'een the pump tube and the hand- 
piece is fonmed as a pressure tube, a neadie 
connected to the other end of the liquid supply 
tuba, and an air trap connected to the liquid supply 
tube between the needle and che pump tube. 

The unit tine becomes low In cost enough as a 
disposable one. Accordingly, upon successive op- 
erations, if such unit lines ars rxrapzred :n several 
sets in advance, one operation can be done after 
another very easily in a short time. Namely, the 
set-up of the unit line can be completed without 
special sterilizing work, only by setting the pump 
tubs to the external pump and connecting tfie 
suction hole to the suction me?;is. 

Additional objects and features of the present 
i.nver.ticn v;;!! bs apparent from the foiiowing de- 
scriptions of the prefen-ed embodiments. 

Brief f scription of the Drawings 

FIG. 1 is an entire systematic view of an 
embodiment according to the present invention; 

FIG. 2 is a perspective view illustrating a 
practical form of the embodiment of FIG. 1; 

FIG. 3 is a side view of a unit line; 

FIG. 4 is an exploded view of the unit line of 
FIG. 3: 

FIG. 5 is a side view in cross section illus- 
trating an example of a handpiece: 

FIG. 6 is a view of the handpiece in the 
direction of the rightward arrow in FIG. 5; 

FIG. 7 is a side view in cross section of a 
pump tube and a pressure tube: 

FIG. 8 is an entire systematic view of an- 
other embodiment of the present invention; 

FIG. 9 is a side view in parallel cross section 
of the handpiece of FIG. 8: and 

FIG. 10 is 2 sectional view of the piinciple 
part of FIG. 9. 



Oetai'ed Description of .O'eferred E.-c-cciments 

In FIG3. 1 and 2. reference numerals 1 and 2 
represent a handpiece and a leservoir as a liquid 

3 supply source, respectively. The handpiece 1 has 
an injection hole and a suction hole both of which 
aro ooer.ed at the front end thereof, as explained 
ne.-etnafter. The handpiece 1 and the reservoir 2 
are ccnnscied together via supply line 3 -or 

TO ^uopiying jouid. The handpiece ^ is also ccn- 
necrea to a dust bcx 5 via a suc*icn line 4. On :he 
midway of the suction line 4, a suction pump 6 is 
arranged as a suction means. The supply line 3 
supplies liquid to the injection hole cf the hand- 

rs piece 1, and the connection ar^d disconnection 
between the injection hole cf the handpi?*ce 1 and 
the supply lipe 3 can be changed over by operat- 
ing a knob of a change-over vaive 7 disposed in 
the handpiece 1. The suction line 4 always commu- 

20 nicates with the suction hole of the handpieco 1. 

Together with the handpiece 1. the supply line 
3 forms a unit line 10. The supply line 3 comprises 
a first tube 11. a second tube 12 and a third tube 
*3. itt turn, starting from the handpiece 1 side. A 

;5 needle 14 is connected to the upstream end of the 
third tube 13. and air trap 15 is arranged on the 
midway of the same. The needle 14 which forms 
Ine upstream end of the supply line 3 penetrates 
through a stopper 2a made cf flexible materia! 

20 which corks the reservoir 2. and exf^nds to the 
insiie of the reservoir 2. The air trap 15 has a 
relatively large capacity to store ar therein, and is 
made from t-f-ansparent plastics to allow an operator 
to observe a flow state etc. of the liquid from 

35 outside. Optionally, a filter ha-'ing a mesh size of 
order of hundred micron m.eters may be disposed 
within the air trap 15. 

The second tube 12 forms a pump tube and is 
made from flexible and deformable material 

^ enough to withstand against pressure or mechani- 
cal external force. The first tube 11 is made from 
flexible material to withsta.id against pressure and 
not to disturb the movement of the handpiece 1. 
Also, from a view point of not disturbing the move- 

-ss ment of the handpiece 1, at least the portion near 
by the handpiece 1 , of the supply line 4 is formed 
by a flexible tube. 

The second tube 12 servinc,- as the pump tube 
is set to a roller pump 20 as an exterior pump. The 

so roller pump 20 comprises a main body 21 having a 
recessed portion 21a formed in substantially semi- 
circular shap?, and a rotary member 22 disposed 
within the recessed portion 21a and provided with 
plural rollers 22a arranged circumferentialiy at reg- 

55 ular intervals. The rotational center 0 of the rotary 
member 22 coincides with the center of the re- 
cessed portion 21a of substantially semi-circuair 
shape, and the closest distance beiWi-en the inner 
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wail of the recessed portion 21a and the roller 22a 
is set at a relatively smaller value thin the cuter 
cian-ietdr of the second tube 12 in free s;ald. The 
rotary member 22 is rotated by an electric motor 
23. The rotational speed of the rotary member 23 
is adjusted by a fool-pedal switch 24 operated by 
*«he foot of a doctor performing a surgical operation. 
Namely, the operating amount of the foot-pedal 
switch 24 is fed to a motor control circuit 25, 
whereby the motor control circuit 25 controls the 
electiric motor 23 so that the rotational speed 
reaches the value corresponding to the operating 
amount of the foot-pedal switch 24. 

Respective elements 5. 6. 20-23 and 25. men- 
tioned above, having a connection with the pump 
are combined into one unit as a pump unit PL). a« 
shown in FIG. 2. 

The operation of the v/ater jet operating ap- 
paratus having the above construction is as follows. 
The second tube 12 of the supply line 3 namely 
the pump tube is arranged along the inner wail of 
the recessed portion 21a of the roller pump 20, as 
shown iri RGS. 1 and 2. With such arranoement, in 
use. the rotary member '22 is rotated in counter- 
clockwise direction in FIG. 1. By this rotation, the 
second tube 12 is compressed by the rollers 22a 
so that its diameter is reduced, and the com- 
pressed -portion is successively moved to the hand- 
piece 1 side. The portion whose diameter has been 

) once reduced by ccmpressicn can be recovered to 
the original state when the roller 22a moves away 
from it. Consequently. liquid within the resen/oir 2 
is drawn out into the second tube 12 and fed to the 
handpiece 1. 

By depression of the knob of the change-over 
valve 7 • / a finger, the liquid fed by pressure to 
the hancpiece 1 can be in communication with the 
injection hole, so that the liquid is injected as an 
injection flow from the injection hole. Tnen. the 
puressure of the injecuon flow is adjusted within a 
range between 2 and 30 kgf/cm^ by operating the 
foot-pedal switch 24. Where the pressure value of 
the i.njection flow is small, for example, 2kgi/cm2. 
t^lis apparatus can ba used for washing, and where 
the same is large, for example, with!.; the range 
between 20-30 kgf/cm^, it can be used for cutting 
organs. On the other hand, the front end of the 
handpiece 1 is brought close to organs, and liquid 
or separated pieces such as amputated pieces 
around the organs can be drawn out from the 
suction hole and discharged to the dust box'5. 

When the depressed knob of the change-over 
vBive 7 is released, the liquid injection from the 
handpiece 1 is stopped. At the same time, the 

) depression of the foot-pedal switch 24 is generally 
released. In this case, the pressure generated with- 
in the second tube 12 becomes small. Accordingly, 
there is no problem about the protection 



(durabilir/) of the supply line 3 (especially the first 
and the second tubes 11. 12). On the ether hand, 
the fool-pedaJ SA;;ch 24 is strongly depressed at 
the state where the liquid injection is stepped, then 

5 the pressure generated wichin the second tube 12 
becomes rather large. However, even if such large 
pressure generates, it is escaped from the second 
. tube 12 side to the inird lube 13 side. Accordingly, 
there is also no prcblsm about the p'-otection for 

TO the first and the second tubes 11. 12. 

The unit line ^0 will thon be described more in 
detail. 

As shewn in FIG. 4, the unit tine 10 essentially 
comprises four separate pieces 1, 11, 12 and 13. 

15 and the connection betw^n each pieces can be 
done, for example, by using lure-male and female 
or by usual threaded insert method. Each pieces 1, 
11, 12 and 13 are connected together upon setting 
up. Tne needle 14 and the air trap 15 have been 

20 connected in advance to the third tube V3. Alter- 
natively, it tniy be used a unit in which respective 
elements 12, 13. 14 and 15 have been connected 
together in advar:ce as one body. 

Preferably, the first tubo 1 1 as a pressure tube 
•25 and the second tjbe 12 as a ;i\jrr,p tube, espec:a!iy 
the latter one to which i? applied an exterior force 
by the roller pump 20 may be of double structure 
comprising an o^jter tube 16 and an inner tube 17, 
as shown in FiG. 7. As Hie outer tube 16, there 

w may be used, for example, a polyethylene tube or 
a vinylchloride tube, each including nylon braid 
(reinforced by relifqrm nylon fibers). As the inner 
tube 17, there may be used , for example, a 
polyethylene tube or vinylchloride tube (nylon braid 

35 may not be necessarily included). Of course, the 
first and the second tube*j 11, 12 are not restricted 
to the double structure, and more higher multi-tube 
structure or single structure may dq used therefor. 
The third tube 13 may be made from material such 

40 a* vinylchoride. polyethylene, nylon and the like, 

The handpiece 1 is formed in a shape of a 
pencil slightly thick, as a whole, to be handled 
easily with a single hand, as shown in FIGS. 5 and 
5. Except the change-over valve 7, the handpiece 1 

4S ccmprises two separate pieces, that is. a body 
portion 1A and a tip. portion IB. both of which may 
be made from synthetic resin such as Oelrin. The 
tip portion 1 B is screwed into the body portion 1 A. 
The screw-connected portion is indicated by refer- 
so ence numeral 31 in the figure. 

The body portion 1A has a supply path 32 and 
a suction path 33 formed therein, both of which are 
opened at the front and rear ends of the body 
portion lA. At the front end of the body portion 1A. 

55 an annular groove 34 is formed to surround the 
supply path 32. Where the lip portion IB is con- 
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neciC .c 7\e bocy tcrjon '.A. :ne inr.uiar groove 
:ofrns a closea space X :sc!a:ea %Ofn outcido. 
Tr.a suaion pach 33 is opena :o the anr.nular 
grcove 34 (closed space X). 

On the other hand, the tip oorJon 18 has an 5 
injection hole 35 opened at the the front end there- 
of and a plurairty (four in this embodiment) of 
suction holes 36. On the front end cf ihe tip pcrJon 
Ifi. an annular groove 37. to which the suction 
holes 36 are opened, is formed lo surround the jo 
injecjon hoie 35. Namely. annular groove 37 
suostantiaJly forms the suaion noie opened at the 
end of the handpiece 1. ^ATiere the tip pomon 13 is 
connected to the body po.'tion lA, the injection 
hole 35 communicates with the supply path 32 and ts 
the suction hole 36 communicate with the annular 
groove 34 (closed space X). Tne front portion of 
thd Injecu'on hole 35 Is formed t$ a nozzto SSa 
having a reduced diameter which is set at about 
0.1-0.5 mm, taking account of injection amount and 20 
pressure. 

The char.ge-over valve 7 opens and shuts off 
the supply path 32. A sprue type valve may be 
used at the change-over valve 7. The first tube 1 1 
is connected to the rear end of the supply path 32. 25 
and tho suction line 4 is connected to the suction 
path 33. 

^IG. 8 shews another embodiment according to 
the present invention, in which the same reference 
nu.T.o.ais denote the same, elements in the above- 30 
mentioned embodiment and the explanation for 
ti^em is omitted herein. 

• In this embodiment, 1 liquid return line 41 is 
arranged in parallel with the liquid supply line 3. 
V/hen liquid injection from the handpiece V is not 3S 
performed, puressuriied lipuid from the supply line 
3 returns via the return line 41 to the resea'oir 2. 
To this end. the handpiece V is provided with a 
change-over valve 42. as will be descnbed later, 
explained later by which the supply line 3 is selec- 
lively communicated with the injecton hole 35 or 
the return line 41 . The change-over valve 42, which 
may be sprue type one as shown in FIG. 10, is 
usually urged upwardly by a spring 43. so as to 
communicate the supply line 3 with the return line ^s 
41. When the change-over valve 42 is depressed 
and moved downv/ardly, the supply line 3 commu- 
nicates with the injection hole 35. The return line 
41 may bo formed by a flexible tube made from 
plastics and the like, and its one end opposite to so 
the handpiece V is connected to a needle 46. 

The hand;^iece V includes a tubular guide cov- 
er 10 delachably fitted on the outer periphery of 
the. tip portion IB. in addition to two separate 
members mentioned in the former embodiment. 55 
namely the body portion lA and the tip portion IB. 
f*1ore specifically, with this embodiment, the length 
of the chip portion IB can be reduced, as com- 



P'ctfsKj •Mti'i tiict of ihs r'crrr.e: embocirre'^.t and tre 
annular groove 37 can bo ominod. octn the injec- 
tion hole .35 and the sucTion hole 35 a.'e opened to 
within the guide cover 10 the inner diameter por- 
tion of which is tapered and gradually reduced 
toward its front end. The advantages of this em- 
bodiment are that the length of the tip portion 1 B 
provided with the injection hole 35 and the suction 
hole 36 can be reduced considerably and the con- 
struction of the same can be sim.phfied. Accor^* 
ingly, it is advantageous in manufacturing. 

For the operation of the change-over valve -^2. 
the handpiece V includes a spring plate 44. The 
spring plate 44 is of a rectilinear shape extending 
along the longitudinal direction of the handpiece V, 
and its front end portion is fixed by a screw 45 to 
the outer periphery cf the front end portion of the 
l>0uy portion 1A. Tne rear end of the spring plale 
44 is made free and can access to and go away 
from the outer periphery of the body portion 1A. 
Usually,* the rear end of the spring plate 44 is 
remote from the outer periphery of the body por- 
tion 1A due to its elastic recovery force, as shown 
in FIGS. 9 and 10. When the spring plate 44 is 
depressed, namely elastically displaced to ap- 
proach to the outer periphery of the body portion 
1A, the change-over valve 42 moves downwardly 
by the spring plate 44. TTie rear end portion of the 
spring plate 44 is bent by about 90 degrees to 
form a bent portion 44a. By abutting the bent 
portion 44a aguinst the shoulder (stopper) la in a 
notcti formed in the body portion 1A, further dis- 
p;cac«jfnent can be restricted. The advantage of 
provision of such spring plate 44 is that the 
change-over valve 42 can be moved downwardly 
by depressing at any points over the most length 
of the spring plate 44. 

Having described the present invention !n con- 
nection with embodiments thereof heretofore, there 
can be used at the external pump any suitable • 
pumps other than the roller pump, for jxample, a 
finger type one. 

It is to be understood that the present invention 
is not limited to the above embodiments and many 
changes and modifications can be made within the 
scope and sprit in the appended claims. 



Olalms 

(1) A water jet operating apparatus comprising: 
a handpiece having an injection hole and a suction 
hole both opened at the fcrnt end thereof: 
a liquid supply source for storing liquid to be 
injected from the injection hole of the handpiece: 
a supply line connecting the' injection hole cf t>e 
handpiece lo the liquid supply source, and havir, 
an elastically deformable pump tube disposed at 
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*Tjo .-nidway, and tha portion thereof betvN*een the 
Imo 0:06 and the handpiece being formed as a 
..pressure tube: 
an externaJ pump for supplying by pressure the 
Jiquid within the liquid supply source toward the 
handpiece by acting to the pump tube from the 
outside: and 

a si'ction means connected to the suction hole of 
tfte handpiece via a suction line. 

(2) The water jet operating apparatus according 
to claim 1. further comprising a return line connect- 
ing the liquid supply source to the hanopiece. in 
parallel with the supply line, and the handpiece 
further including a change-over valve fcr commu- 
nicating the supply line with the injection hole or 
the return line selectively. 

(3) The water jet operating apparatus according 
to c!a:m 1, in which the external pump Is a roiier 
pump. 

(4) The water jet operating apparatus according 
to claim 1, in which the pressure of the injection 
liquid from the injection hole is set at a value 
bstv/een 2 and 30 kgf/cm^. 

(5) The water jet operating apparatus according 
•o claim 4, in which the pressure of the injection 

jjuid from the injection hole is "adjusted by adjust- 
ing a rotational speed of tho external pump. 

(6) The water jet operating apparatus according 
to claim 5. in which the rotational cpeed of the 
external pump is adjusted by a foot-pedal switch. 

(7) Tne water jet operating apparatus according 
to claim 1, in which the supply line includes an air 
trap disposed at the upstream side' relative to the 
pump tube. 

(8) The water jet operating apparatus according 
to claim 1. in v/hich the liquid supply source Is a 
bottle storing liquid and corked by a stopper made 
from a flexible member and the upstream end of 
the supply line is formed by a needle which pene- 
trates through the stopper. 

(9) A unit line for. supplying liquid used for a 
water jet operating apparatus comprising: 

a handpiece having an injection hole and a suction 
hole both opened at the front end thereof: 
a liquid supply tube whose one end being con- 
nected to the injection hole of the handpiece, in- 
cluding an elastically deformable pump tube dis- 
posed at the midway, and the portion thereof be- 
tween the pump tube and the handpiece is fornned 
h a pressure tube: 

a needle connected to the other end of the liquid 
supply tube: and 

an air trap connected to the liquid supply tube 
between the needle and the pump lube. 



(10) The unit line according to claim 9. in which 
the handpiece includes a change-over valve for 
changing over the connection and the disconnec- 
tion between the liquid supply tube and the injec- 

5 ticn hole, 

(11) The unit line according to claim 9, further 
comprising a return tube whose one end being 
connected to the handpiece and .whose other end 
being connected to a needle, and the handpiece 

10 including a change-over valve fcr communicating 
the iiquid supply tube with the injection hole or the 
return tube selectively, 

(12) Tne unit line according to claim 9, in which 
the pump tube has double structure comprising, an 

;5 outer tube and an inner tube. 

(13) The unit line ac ccrding to claim 9, in which 
the pressure 4ube has double structure comprising 
an outer tubs zr.d an inner ^Jbs. 

(14) Tne unit line according to claim 12, in 
20 which the outer tube is formed by polyethylene or 

vlnylchlcride tube reinforced by nylon braid. 

(15) The unit line according to claim 12, in 
which the inner tubs Is fcrmsd by polyethylene or 
vlnylchlcride tube. 

25 (16) The unit line according to claim 13, in 

which the outer tube is formed by polyethylene or 
vinylrhloride tube reinforced by nylon braid. 

(17) The unit line according to claim 13, in 
which the inner tube is formed by polyethylene or 

30 vinylchloride tube. 

(18) The unit line according to claim 9, in which 
the liquid supply line is comprised by connecting 
together at least three tubes comprising a first tube 
forming the pressure tube, a second tube forming 

35 the pump tube and a third tube forming an up- 
stream tube between the pump tube and the nee- 
dle. 

(19) The line unit according to claim 9, in which 
the handpiece is mado ^rom synthetic resin and 

40 formed in shape of a pencil as a whole. 

(20) The line unit according to claim 11, in 
which the change-over valve is disposed at the rear 
end portion of the handpiece, the handpiece further 
includes a spring plate fcr operating the change- 
over valve, extending along the longitudinal direc- 
tion thereof, and the spring plate is so designed 
that its one end is fixed to the outer periphery at 
the front end portion of the handpiece and the 
oiher end is free, whereby v/hen the spring plate is 

50 elastically displaced in the direction approaching to 
the outer periphery of the handpiece, the change- 
over valve communicates the liquid supply tuoe 
with the injection tube. 
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